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The former may thus be reduced to 7 yojanas, or 49 miles,
and the latter to 260 li, or 43 miles. I therefore accept
the 6 yojanas, or 42 miles, of the Lalita Vistdra as the nearest
approach to the real distance that could be stated in whole

yojams.

When Prince Siddharta left Kapila to enter upon the life
oi an ascetic, he took the road by Vais31i to Rajagriha. The
general direction of his route was therefore nearly east-south-
east past Deokali to the bank the Aumi river below Sangr&n-
pur, and above the point where it enters the Aumiyar Lake.1
As the course of the Aumi is from north-west to south-east,
the distance from Nagar varies from 40 to 45 miles. The route
could not have crossed the river above Sangrampur, as the
distance would be under 40 miles, nor below the Aumiyar
Lake, which discharges itself by very short channel into the
Rapti. If the data are correct, the point of crossing must have
been just above the head of the Aumiyar Lake.

Now Aumi, or in Sanskrit Av'ami, means "inferior/* and
as the name of a river it would be descriptive of its small size
as compared with other rivers in its neighbourhood. A glance
at the map is sufficient to show that the Aumi is an old bed
of the Rapti, which left the present channel near Dumariya-
ganj. A main branch of the Aumi, named the Budh Mali, or
"old river," which rises in the neighbourhood of Bansi, is
still supplied from the Rapti during the rainy season by a
channel called DddalNala or "Quicksand Stream." This
feet alone affords a most decisive proof that the lower course
of the Aumi, below the junction of the Budh Nala near
Balehar, is an old bed of the Rapti. The name of Aumi or
Avami Nadi, the "inferior" or "lesser river," was therefore an

1. Eastern India/ ii. 3H. Buchanan calls it the Nawar Lake, but
in the Atlas of India and other Government Maps it is named the Amiysr
Tal, and the river is called the Ami Nadi.